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Join us on a journey 
beyond the New Normal!

Caroline Ciuciu, EPCA CEO

It’s been, undoubtedly and 
unprecedentedly, a challenging year 
for the petrochemical sector. But 
this crisis has highlighted, like never 
before, the significance, vitality and 
resilience of our industry, and that’s 
something to celebrate at this year’s 
EPCA Annual Meeting. 

Much remains unclear and 
uncertain, nevertheless, our 
objective is unchanged – to make 
our industry smarter, more circular 
and inclusive. The crucial question 
at this year’s event will be: how 
can we contribute to the economic 
re-emergence? And how should we 

proactively face the new political 
and social winds, accelerated by the 
pandemic?

We’ll need both your sharpest 
critical and blue sky thinking in 
finding answers to these and 
many other questions. How to 
maintain and accelerate progress 
on key industry projects for our 
sector and its downstream value 
chain, including the sustainability 
agenda? How to strike the right 
balance between maintaining 
competitiveness, boosting the 
economic recovery and executing 
the sustainability roadmaps? 



The pandemic augmented and 
accelerated the need for creativity 
and innovation, and that will be 
high on our agenda this year. The 
petrochemical sector, a traditionally 
carbon-intensive industry, made strong 
commitments and real progress in 
addressing climate change. 

Innovative CO2 reduction technologies 
significantly reduce the emissions 
at petrochemical sites and in 
transportation. Additional efforts are 
in works to accelerate the transition 
to a low-carbon economy, through 

innovative technologies and new 
collaborative approaches. 

Chemical products themselves play 
a great role in lowering the carbon 
intensity of the global economy, 
through their critical applications. 
Continued developments in chemical 
recycling are empowering the 
transition to a more circular economy. 

The leadership of our sector will 
be of critical importance, as green 
transformation remains on the top of 
the European political agenda.

The event will showcase EPCA’s 
own innovative push – a brand new 
community app and virtual event 
format will open a new phase in 
our digital expansion. This year’s 
developments from our programs, from 
sustainability and leadership to supply 
chain and logistics, will highlight 
our growing role as Europe’s leading 
ideas marketplace for the global 
petrochemical community.

Let’s get together, even virtually, 
and build a vision for a smarter 
world – beyond the New Normal!



THE BIG PICTURE
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In 2009, during the 
global financial crisis, 
world GDP fell by 0.1%. 
IMF projects that output 
will shrink by 4.9% this 
year, as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In 
January it was projected 
to grow by 3.3%.

WORLD GDP CHANGE (YEAR-ON-YEAR)

Actual	  Projection, Jan. 2020

		   Projection, July 2020
Source: IMF



EU GREEN 
AMBITIONS

The European Green Deal aims for Europe to 
become the first climate-neutral continent 
by 2050. Announced in January, the EU’s 
program will mobilise at least €1 trillion 
of investments over the course of 10 years. 
“But public finances alone will not be 
enough,” said the European Commission 
president Ursula von der Leyen.“Private 
actors need to provide the scale.”

EU Budget:
€503 billion

InvestEU: 
€279 billion

Just Transition Mechanism 
(targeted support to regions 
and sectors most affected 
by the transition to green 
economy): €143 billion

EU Emissions Trading System 
(ETS) Funds: €25 billion

National co-financing
structural funds: €114 billion

Stimulating green 
investments with 
support from 
the European 
Investment Bank

Source: EU



A KIND OF 
BOUNCE BACK

China’s rebound from the 
coronavirus crisis was lauded as 
impressive, when July reports 
showed a GDP growth of 3.2% in 
the second quarter, compared with 
a year ago. But, as other indicators 
show, it is not yet back to normal.
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The European Petrochemical 
Association (EPCA) is Europe’s 
leading ideas marketplace for the 
global petrochemical community. 

Over 700 companies from around the world 
make up our vibrant network – from producers 
and their suppliers, to customers, via supply 
chain and logistics service providers.

WHO WE ARE



A showcase 
for corporate 
leadership 
and excellence. 

EPCA IS:
An ideas factory 
for business 
breakthroughs.

A hub for synergies 
shaping the industry 
and its positive 
impact on the world.

Find out more at epca.eu.



Program 
Overview



EPCA Annual Meeting is 
Europe’s largest event for 
the global petrochemical 
business community. 

It gathers corporate and 
thought leaders – bringing 
together both vision and 
C-suite savviness – to analyse 
and drive forward the 
industry and its positive 
impact on the world.

This year’s 54th, digital 
edition will aim to take 
our audience beyond the 
new normal and envision 
petrochemical industry’s 
contribution to “Building 
a Smarter, Circular 
and More Inclusive 
Post-Pandemic World”.



	 	 Day 1
		  October 5
		  14:15-16:00 CET

Navigating Towards Future

14:15–14:30
Opening and Tech Briefing
Caroline Ciuciu, EPCA
Karin Helmstaedt, moderator

14:30–16:00

C-Suite Leadership Forum

Introduction
Marc Schuller, Arkema; EPCA 

Keynotes
Martin Brudermüller, BASF SE 
Jim Fitterling, DOW
Thomas Casparie, Shell Chemicals 
Bernard Pinatel, Total S.A.

Panel Discussion, Q&A 

Conclusions
Marc Schuller, Arkema; EPCA

	 	 Day 2 
		  October 6		
		  14:15-16:00 CET

Standing Strong, Moving Fast

14:15–14:30
Opening and Tech Briefing
Caroline Ciuciu, EPCA
Karin Helmstaedt, moderator

14:30–16:00

Logistics & Supply Chain Panel

Introduction
Dirk Verstraeten, Covestro Deutschland AG

Keynote
Peter Hinssen, author and speaker; nexxworks 

Industry Insights
Gina Fyffe, Integra Petrochemicals 
Jan Arnet, Bertschi
Christian Kohlpaintner, Brenntag

Panel Discussion, Q&A 

Conclusions
Dirk Verstraeten, Covestro Deutschland AG

		  Day 3 
		  October 7
		  14:00-15:00 CET

Sharing New Perspectives

14:00–14:10
Opening and Tech Briefing
Marc Schuller, Arkema; EPCA 
Karin Helmstaedt, moderator

14:10–15:00

Keynote Address 
& Conversation 

Keynote
Lin Boqiang, China Center for 
Energy Economics Research

Q&A

Conclusions
Marc Schuller, Arkema; EPCA 

Program Overview



Day 1: Navigating Towards Future
C-suite Leadership Forum

http://www.basf.com/


Day 1: Navigating Towards Future

Four renowned captains of industry, at the helm of world’s leading 
companies, will share an array of insights into the new normal 
economy and a path towards stronger and smarter re-emergence. 

The year 2020 is undoubtedly 
a transformational year for the 
petrochemical industry. The 
industry was severely impacted by 
the spread of COVID-19 pandemic. 

Uncertainty remains about 
the shape and the pace of the 
economic recovery in Europe and 
its trading partners.  

The oil crisis of the first half 
of the year imposes another 
strain on the upstream part of 
the petrochemicals value chain. 
After a sharp decline in oil 

prices in April, the price increase 
registered since June leaves the 
situation fragile.

Climate change and circular 
economy initiatives remain high 
on the global and European 
political agendas, as our sector 
continues to progress on this 
transformational journey. 

Which strategies and 
interventions will prove necessary 
and efficient in the mid to long 
term? How will the petrochemical 
industry strike a new balance to 

master the project pipeline for 
growth and carbon management? 
How to redefine the leadership of 
our sector in the post-pandemic 
world? How to manage the 
complex trade relations between 
the global players?

To help navigate these uncertain 
times, we turn to four esteemed 
industry leaders for an insightful 
analysis of the new normal and its 
trends and an inspirational vision 
of the post-pandemic sustainable 
economy and society – with a 
focus on Europe.



Day 1: Navigating Towards Future

14:15–14:30 		  Opening Remarks and Technical Briefing
			   Caroline Ciuciu, Chief Executive Officer, EPCA
			   Karin Helmstaedt, Journalist and Broadcaster

14:30–16:00 		  C-Suite Leadership Forum
			   Setting Post-COVID Priorities for Petrochemicals in Europe: Insights from the C-Suite	 	
			   Moderator: Karin Helmstaedt, Journalist and Broadcaster

14:30–14:35 		  Introduction
			   Marc Schuller, Chief Operating Officer, Arkema; President, EPCA

14:35–15:15 		  Keynotes
		

15:15–15:40 		  Panel Discussion 
15:40–15:55 		  Q&A with the audience

15:55–16:00 		  Conclusions
			   Marc Schuller, Chief Operating Officer, Arkema; President, EPCA

Martin Brudermüller
Chairman of the Board & Chief 
Technology Officer, BASF SE

Jim Fitterling
Chairman & Chief 
Executive Officer, DOW

Thomas Casparie
Executive Vice-President, 
Shell Chemicals

Bernard Pinatel
President, Refining & 
Chemicals, TOTAL S.A.



Day 2: Standing Strong, Moving Fast
Logistics & Supply Chain Panel

https://www.portofantwerp.com/en/feelthechemistry


Day 2: Standing Strong, Moving Fast

We’ll analyse, define and reframe opportunities to 
identify the right way forward to together build the 
logistics and supply chain of the post-pandemic world.

As COVID-19 continues to impact 
economies, businesses and 
individuals around the globe, the 
resilience and responsiveness of 
the petrochemical industry supply 
chain has successfully ensured 
the uninterrupted flow of essential 
goods and products to fight the 
pandemic – to sectors, as diverse 
as health, food, water and energy. 

The world can now see the 
importance, ingenuity and 
dedication of this key industry 
segment. Players in the global 
supply chain had to rethink 
their business and reorganise 

their activities to adapt to the 
coronavirus disruption. They 
had to deal with restrictions 
of movement, discontinued 
availability of products, changing 
customer behavior and much 
more. The crisis also placed 
extraordinary demands on leaders, 
who were called upon to make 
crucial decisions amid uncertainty. 

COVID-19 will likely affect trade 
more profoundly than any other 
recent crisis, but it also yields 
opportunities for LSPs – in 
entering new markets, improving 
their range of services, rethinking 

partnerships in the supply chain 
network – as they stay focused on 
digitalisation and sustainability.

Our panel will review the 
challenges faced by the industry 
and explore how the petrochemical 
supply chain is reinventing itself 
to overcome the crisis. Diverse 
players in logistics and supply 
chain – an LSP, a chemical 
distributor and a trader – will 
team-up on stage to find together 
a recipe for the “vaccine” to 
prevent further disruption and 
ensure growth and innovation in 
the post-pandemic economy.



Day 2: Standing Strong, Moving Fast

14:15–14:30 		  Opening Remarks and Technical Briefing
			   Caroline Ciuciu, Chief Executive Officer, EPCA
			   Karin Helmstaedt, Journalist and Broadcaster

14:30–16:00 		  Logistics & Supply Chain Panel
			   Rethinking the Petrochemical Supply Chain: from Crisis Resilience Towards Innovation-driven Recovery		
			   Moderator: Karin Helmstaedt, Journalist and Broadcaster

14:30–14:35 		  Introduction
			   Dirk Verstraeten, Director, Global Logistics Procurement, Covestro Deutschland AG; 
			   Chairperson, Supply Chain Program Committee (SCPC), EPCA

14:35–14:55 		  Keynote				                14:55–15:25	      	 Industry Insights
		

15:25–15:40 		  Panel Discussion 
15:40–15:55 		  Q&A with the audience

15:55–16:00 		  Conclusions
			   Dirk Verstraeten, Director, Global Logistics Procurement, Covestro Deutschland AG; Chairperson, SCPC, EPCA

Peter Hinssen
Bestselling Author and Speaker,
Co-founder & Partner, nexxworks

Gina Fyffe 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Integra Petrochemicals

Jan Arnet
Chief Executive Officer, 
Bertschi

Christian Kohlpaintner
Chief Executive Officer, 
Brenntag



Day 3: Sharing New Perspectives
Keynote Address & Conversation

https://plattslive.com/commodity/petrochemicals/


Day 3: Sharing New Perspectives

Audience will take a deep dive into the trends shaping China’s 
post-pandemic recovery, with a particular focus on the energy 
sector, and form a brand new understanding of the post-COVID 
outlook for global cooperation – from trade to climate change.

The first country to be 
confronted with the COVID-19 
pandemic, and one of the first 
ones to reopen the economy, 
China is on the frontlines of 
both post COVID-19 recovery 
and the social changes created 
by the pandemic. 

As governments and 
companies are struggling to 
revive economies and regain 
competitiveness, we’ll look at 
the crucial, energy dimension 
of the post-pandemic recovery. 
How will China combine a 

durable economic recovery and 
a sustainable energy transition?
China plays a leading role in 
the petrochemical industry. It is 
not only the largest chemicals 
producer in the world but also 
one of the most important 
downstream markets for many 
chemicals and polymers, 
ranging from automotive, 
building and construction to 
food packaging and health care. 

In its 13th Five-Year Plan for 
the petroleum and chemical 
industry, China planned for 

an ambitious industrial policy 
strategy to take its chemical 
industry to the next stage. 
Pandemic might impact these 
policies, as well as the energy 
sector developments.
  
What is the future for climate 
change mitigation in China? 
What is the outlook for global 
synergies, amidst the COVID-
accelerated resurfacing of 
economic nationalism? 

Together, we’ll find the 
answers.



Day 3: Sharing New Perspectives

14:00–14:10 		  Opening Remarks and Technical Briefing
			   Marc Schuller, Chief Operating Officer, Arkema; President, EPCA
			   Karin Helmstaedt, Journalist and Broadcaster

14:10–15:00 		  Keynote Address
			   Chinese Economic Recovery, Energy Transition, Industrial Innovations	 	
			   Moderator: Karin Helmstaedt, Journalist and Broadcaster

14:10–14:35 		  Keynote
		

14:35–14:55 		  Q&A with the audience

14:55–15:00 		  Conclusions
			   Marc Schuller, Chief Operating Officer, Arkema; President, EPCA

Lin Boqiang
Director, China Center for Energy 
Economics Research (CCEER)



Speakers



Martin Brudermüller
Chairman of the Board of Executive 
Directors & Chief Technology Officer, 
BASF SE

Martin Brudermüller is Chairman 
of the Board of Executive 
Directors of BASF SE, and Chief 
Technology Officer (CTO) of 
BASF SE. He is responsible for 
the divisions Corporate Legal, 
Compliance, Tax & Insurance, 
Corporate Development, 
Corporate Communications & 
Government Relations, Corporate 
Human Resources and Corporate 
Investor Relations.

From May 2011, he was Vice 
Chairman of the Board of 

Executive Directors of BASF 
SE. Since May 2015 he is Chief 
Technology Officer (CTO) of 
BASF SE. Brudermüller has 
been a Member of the Board of 
Executive Directors since 2006, 
and during this time he was also 
responsible for the Asia Pacific 
region headquartered in Hong 
Kong, as well as the Performance 
Materials division. Prior to this, 
since 2003, he was President of 
the Functional Polymers division. 
From 2001 to 2003 he was Senior 
Vice President Strategic Planning.



Jim Fitterling
Chairman & Chief 
Executive Officer, DOW

Jim Fitterling is the chairman 
and chief executive officer of 
Dow, a global materials science 
company with 2019 sales of $43 
billion. He has played a key role 
in the Company’s transformation, 
from lower-margin, commodity 
businesses to one more deeply 
focused on higher-growth, 
consumer demand-driven markets 
that value innovation – with 
the goal of creating the most 
innovative, customer-centric, 
inclusive and sustainable 
materials science company 
in the world.

Fitterling was named chief 
executive officer-elect of Dow in 

March 2018, prior to becoming 
CEO in July 2018. He was elected 
chairman in April 2020. Before 
that he served as president and 
chief operating officer of Dow. 

From September 2017 through 
March 2019, he also served 
as chief operating officer for 
the Materials Science Division 
of DowDuPont, an $86 billion 
holding company comprised of 
The Dow Chemical Company and 
DuPont, created with the intent to 
form independent, publicly traded 
companies in materials science, 
agriculture and specialty products 
sectors. On April 1, 2019, Dow 
separated from DowDuPont.



Thomas Casparie
Executive Vice-President, 
Shell Chemicals

Thomas Casparie took up his role 
as Executive Vice President, Shell 
Chemicals on July 1, 2019. 

In this role he is accountable for 
overseeing Royal Dutch Shell’s 
global chemicals business - and 
in particular - leadership of its 
ambitious growth strategy. 

Thomas provides strategic 
oversight, leadership and 
accountability for safety, 
commercial business and 
operations results.

Prior to his current role, Thomas 
was Vice President Chemicals 
Americas, with responsibility for 
the Americas region of Shell’s 
Chemicals business since early 
2017. Thomas has been a part 
of Shell’s Chemicals Leadership 
Team since June 2012 when he 
was appointed Vice President 
for Chemicals Operations where 
he had responsibility for supply, 
logistics, customer centres 
and HSSE. He then became 
Vice President for Global Base 
Chemicals & New Business 
Development in February 2014.



Bernard Pinatel
President, Refining & Chemicals 
and Member of Executive 
Committee, Total S.A.
Bernard Pinatel began his career 
at Booz Allen & Hamilton, later 
joining Total in 1991, where 
he held a number of positions 
in operations and general 
management in the top Group 
Specialty Chemicals Division. 
In 2010 he was appointed 
Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer of Bostik. He became 
a member of the Group’s 
Management Committee in 2011 
and of the Refining & Chemicals 
Management Committee in 2012.

In February 2015, when Bostik 
was acquired by Arkema, Bernard 
Pinatel became a member of 

Arkema’s Executive Committee, in 
charge of the High Performance 
Materials Division. In September 
2016, Bernard Pinatel rejoined 
Total as President Refining & 
Chemicals and a member of 
Total’s Executive Committee.

Bernard Pinatel is a graduate of 
École Polytechnique and Institut 
d’Études Politiques (IEP) in Paris, 
and holds an MBA from the 
European Institute of Business 
Administration (INSEAD). He is 
also a statistician-economist 
(École Nationale de la 
Statistique et de l’Administration 
Economique – ENSAE).



Peter Hinssen
Entrepreneur, Speaker and Author, 
Co-founder & Partner at nexxworks

Peter Hinssen is a serial 
entrepreneur, adviser and keynote 
speaker on the topics of radical 
innovation, leadership and the 
impact of all things digital on 
society and business.

Peter has given numerous keynote 
speeches around the world. He 
lectures at renowned business 
schools like the London Business 
School, the MIT Sloan School 
of Management and the Paul 
Merage School of Business at UC 
Irvine. He is also a multiple board 
advisor on subjects related to 
innovation and technology.

For more than fifteen years, Peter 
led a life of technology start-
ups. His first company e-COM 
was acquired by Alcatel-Lucent, 
his second, Streamcase, by 
Belgacom, and Across Technology 
by Delaware Consulting. His third 
venture (Porthus) was quoted 
on the stock exchange in 2006 
and acquired by Descartes. 
Between start-ups, he has been 
an Entrepreneur in Residence 
with McKinsey & Company, with 
a focus on digital and technology 
strategy. Peter’s current company 
nexxworks helps organisations 
become fluid, innovate and thrive 
in The Day After Tomorrow.

Peter is the author of five 
bestselling business books. The 
latest, ‘The Phoenix and The 
Unicorn’ (March 2020) is a book 
about the Phoenix, about those 
companies that – just like the 
mythical bird – are able to rethink 
themselves in cycles: time and 
time again they rise from the 
ashes of the old, and come out 
stronger than ever before.



Gina Fyffe
Chief Executive Officer, 
Integra Petrochemicals
Gina Fyffe is Scottish and graduated 
from the University of Edinburgh 
in Biomedical Sciences. Her career 
started with Exxon Chemical in 
the UK followed by several years 
in its international HQ in Belgium. 
In 1989, she founded what is now 
the global petrochemical trading 
company Integra Petrochemicals.

Gina sits on various boards and 
councils including, the European 
Petrochemical Association (EPCA) 
Talents of Today, Leaders of 
Tomorrow Committee; the Gulf 
Petrochemical Association (GPCA), 
International trade committee in 
Dubai; the trade committee of the 
Singapore Chemical Industry Council 
(SCIC) and is a founding Board 

Member of BTS Tankers. She chairs 
the Board of Granite Holdings and 
Integra Petrochemicals. 

Gina was also a founding member 
of the Woman in Shipping and 
Trading Association (WISTA), which 
has grown over the years into a 
global organisation offering training, 
networking and support for women 
in the industry.

In 2018, Integra Petrochemicals 
parent company sold part of its 
shareholding to one of the stock 
listed companies of Cedar Holdings 
Group, one of China’s largest 
private conglomerates and is ranked 
number 301 on the Fortune 500 list.



Jan Arnet
Chief Executive Officer, Bertschi

Jan Arnet has served as Chief 
Executive Officer of the Bertschi 
Group since August 2018. He has 
been working at Bertschi since 
2004, holding several managerial 
positions.

Jan joined Bertschi as Head 
Merger & Acquisitions in 2004. 
From 2005 to 2008 he acted as 
Managing Director of the newly 
acquired subsidiary Nordic 
Bulkers in Gothenburg, Sweden. 
From 2008 to 2011 he was 
appointed Managing Director 
BU Solutions, with responsibility 
for the Group’s market entry in 
the Middle East. In 2011 he was 

appointed Group CFO of Bertschi 
and from 2013 to 2018 he headed 
the Group’s largest Business Unit, 
Liquids Logistics Europe.

Before joining Bertschi, Jan 
held the positions of CFO and 
Deputy CEO at a subdivison of 
the Swisslog Group (2001-2003), 
Group Controller at Mikron 
Machining Technology (1999-
2001) and several positions 
within Customer Relationship 
Management at UBS (1989-1999).

Since 2019 he has been member 
of the EPCA Supply Chain 
Program Committee (SCPC).



Christian Kohlpaintner
Chief Executive Officer, 
Brenntag

Christian Kohlpaintner joined 
Brenntag as a Member of the 
Management Board and Chief 
Executive Officer effective 
January 1, 2020.

The Ph.D. chemist has more 
than 25 years of management 
experience in the chemical 
industry. This includes 
international executive roles in 
both China and the US where 
he lived and worked for several 
years. Christian Kohlpaintner 
began his professional career at 
Hoechst, where he held various 
positions in Germany and the US.

Afterwards he moved to 
Celanese, where he worked 
amongst others as Marketing 
Director and as Vice President 
for Innovations. Between 2003 
and 2009, Christian Kohlpaintner 
worked for Chemische Fabrik 
Budenheim, where his last 
position was CEO. In 2009, he 
joined Clariant in Switzerland 
as a member of the Executive 
Committee where he was 
amongst others responsible for 
the growth-oriented business 
areas and the region of Asia.



Lin Boqiang
Director, China Center for Energy 
Economics Research (CCEER)

Boqiang Lin obtained his Ph.D 
in Economics from University 
of California at Santa Barbara, 
a 2007 “Chang Jiang Scholar” 
Distinguished Professor, and 
Dean of China Institute for 
Studies in Energy Policy, School of 
Management, Xiamen University; 
Editor, Energy Economics. His 
current research and teaching 
areas including energy economics 
and energy policy.

He is also Member of National 
Energy Consultation Committee 
under National Energy 
Commission; Member of National 
Energy Price Consultation 

Committee under National 
Development and Reform 
Commission; Member of Board 
of Directors of China National 
Petroleum Corporation and 
Chairman of Audit committee; 
Guest Commentator for 
China Central TV and China 
National Radio.

He is a member of the executive 
committee of Board of Stewards 
on Future of Energy of the 
World Economic Forum based in 
Davos Switzerland, and he was 
Chairman of the Global Agenda 
Councils on energy security of the 
World Economic Forum. 

He is also in the advisory 
boards of several world-level 
projects initiated by the World 
Economic Forum including Global 
Battery Alliance, Fostering 
Effective Energy Transition, and 
Accelerating Sustainable Energy 
Innovation. He was invited nine 
consecutive years participating 
the World Economic Forum in 
Davos since 2011.



Marc Schuller
Chief Operating Officer, 
Arkema; President, EPCA
March Schuller was appointed 
Arkema’s COO in March 2020. In 
this capacity he now oversees 
the Coating Solutions, Industrial 
Specialties, and Advanced 
Materials businesses. The North 
America region, Raw Material 
and Energy Procurement, and 
Commercial Excellence also fall 
within his remit.

He joined Orkem in 1985 as 
acrylics product manager. In 
1990 he joined the Strategy 
Segment of Total Chimie and 
in 1992 he became Deputy 
Managing Director of the 
Structural Resins department 
at Cray Valley. In 1995, he was 
appointed Sales Director — 

Petrochemicals/Special Fluids 
at Total, and later Director, Base 
Petrochemicals at TotalFina. 
In 2000 Marc Schuller was 
appointed Managing Director of 
Atofina’s Butadiene/Aromatics 
business unit and Special 
Advisor to the Chairman. In 
2003 he became Director of 
the Thiochemicals and Fine 
Chemicals business unit, before 
being appointed Executive Vice 
President, in charge of the 
Coating Solutions and Industrial 
Specialties business segments 
at the creation of Arkema.

Marc Schuller has been the 
Chairman of EPCA since 
October 2017.



Caroline Ciuciu
Chief Executive Officer, EPCA

Caroline Ciuciu took up her role 
as EPCA Chief Executive Officer 
on January 1, 2017. Under her 
leadership, in close cooperation 
with the Board and advisory bodies, 
EPCA embarked on a transformation 
journey into the leading European 
ideas marketplace for the global 
petrochemical community.

Building upon the unparalleled 
reputation of the EPCA Annual 
Meetings, Caroline actively de-
veloped the second, programmatic 
pillar of the organisation. She 
launched a program portfolio 
connecting thought leadership and 
corporate sharpness to generate 
fresh ideas for a smarter and 
inclusive development of the sector.
This includes the Digitisation in 

the Petrochemical Supply Chain, 
a series of research studies 
and events, in partnership with 
Vlerick Business School, and a 
multidimensional exploration 
of the Talent Management and 
Leadership, with the support of 
Accenture, EY and the Antwerp 
Management School.  

Caroline’s organizational overhaul 
includes rejuvenating the EPCA 
team, revisiting EPCA governance 
and redesigning its digital 
communications strategy.

Prior to her current role, Caroline 
Ciuciu held several positions in 
government relations and regulatory 
affairs in France and Belgium. Her 
industry career started in 1998 

with COGEMA/AREVA in France, 
followed by three years in FORATOM 
in Belgium. She then moved from the 
nuclear energy sector to metals and 
mining, joining ERAMET in Paris in 
2007. In 2012 she became EU Public 
Affairs Director of Albemarle Europe 
and moved back to Belgium. Caroline 
graduated in International Private Law 
and Business Law at the University of 
Paris I Pantheon-Sorbonne.



Dirk Verstraeten
Director, Global Logistics 
Procurement, Covestro 
Deutschland AG

Dirk Verstraeten is an 
established logistics 
specialists in both operations 
and procurement in the 
chemical environment.

Over a 30-year long career at 
Covestro, Dirk held several 
positions in logistics and 
procurement. He is currently 
Director Global Logistic 
Procurement.
 

Dirk has a B.A. in Logistics, 
Material and Supply Chain 
Management and a Master 
in Business Administration 
and Management.

A long-time member of the 
EPCA Supply Chain Program 
Committee, Dirk is the 
SCPC Chairperson since 
2019, driving further the 
committee on its digital and 
circularity journey.



Karin Helmstaedt
Journalist and Broadcaster,
EPCA Virtual Moderator

Karin Helmstaedt is a Canadian-
born journalist, moderator, and TV 
host based in Berlin, Germany. 

She studied in Toronto, 
Montreal and Paris, and 
alongside her studies had an 
impressive career as a member 
of Canada’s National Swim 
Team, participating in World 
Championships, Commonwealth 
and Pan American Games. 

It was from the international 
sporting arena that she embarked 
on her journalistic career, 
covering major sporting events, 
reporting extensively on doping, 

and eventually moving into 
broadcasting. Since 1999 she’s 
been one of the most constant 
faces on Germany’s global TV 
broadcaster Deutsche Welle, 
hosting news and cultural 
magazines as well as 
special events. 

Fluent in English, French and 
German, Karin is also a sought-
after moderator and facilitator for 
conferences and events around 
Europe, with experience in a 
broad range of sectors including 
communications, food and 
agriculture, chemicals, and 
rail transport.



Practical
Info



Registration
REGISTRATION
The event participation is free of charge for 
delegates of EPCA companies that paid their 
2020 membership fees. And there’s no limit 
on number of delegates per company!

All representatives of EPCA member companies registered in our database 
will receive an email alert with a direct link to the registration website. 
If you are joining EPCA Annual Meeting for the first time, you’ll need to 
create an account first. Welcome!

REGISTER NOW

REGISTER NOW AT
MY.EPCA.EU

https://my.epca.eu/
https://my.epca.eu


DIGITAL
PLATFORM
EPCA VIRTUAL Annual Meeting is hosted by 
BigMarker, our digital event platform. Your 
personalized access link will be sent to you by 
BigMarker, after successful registration.

For more details and to test your systems and network, 
please visit: https://www.bigmarker.com/system_check.

https://www.bigmarker.com/system_check
https://www.bigmarker.com/system_check%0D


MOBILE APP
EPCA is a vibrant global network of 
leaders, entrepreneurs and visionaries 
and our new community app is there to 
bring us closer and keep us connected. 

You’ll get all event info and latest 
updates in the app!

YOU’LL FIND 
THIS YEAR’S 

ATTENDANCE LIST  
IN THE APP, TOO!

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details%3Fid%3Deu.epca
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/epca-community/id1513613488


GET IN TOUCH
Would you like more info? 
Or need help with the registration?
You have more questions? 

Please contact EPCA Meetings 
Administration at meetings@epca.eu 
or call + 32 (0)2 741 86 60.

WE’LL BE 
HAPPY TO SHARE  
SPONSORSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES 
WITH YOU, 

AS WELL!

mailto:meetings%40epca.eu?subject=AM%202020%20Info


Thank You!
2020 EPCA VIRTUAL ANNUAL MEETING SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

http://www.basf.com/
https://plattslive.com/commodity/petrochemicals/
https://www.intermodaltelematics.com/
https://www.portofantwerp.com/en/feelthechemistry
https://www.argusmedia.com/en
https://www.oiltanking.com/
https://www.ovinto.com/
https://www.icis.com/explore/resources/icis-global-petrochemicals-outlook-seminar/%3Fcmpid%3DNLC%257CCHEM%257CCHCCH-2017-2309-GLOBAL%257Cepca_cross_promo%26sfid%3D7014J000000QWBb
https://www.brenntag.com/


We want you to be part 
of the conversations 
shaping our world!

meetings@epca.eu
www.epca.eu
#EPCAvirtual

REGISTER NOW

https://my.epca.eu/

